MINUTES

LOUISIANA SOYBEAN AND GRAIN RESEARCH

AND PROMOTION BOARD

November 18, 2022
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Charles Cannatella, Scott Wiggers, Kellon Lee, Joey Olivier, Will Miller, Burch Pierce, Garrett Marsh, Joey Boudreaux, Kody Beavers

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Darrell VanDeven, Luke Sayes

OTHERS PRESENT:
Andy Brown, Mike Salassi, Bobby Skeen, Bobby Fletcher
Chairman Cannatella called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.  The Board conducted the business meeting after all research project reports were presented. Research reviews started on November 17th at 8 a.m. and ended at 11:30 a.m. on November 18th.

 The Board next considered the minutes of the previous meeting.

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Boudreaux seconded by Miller and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

Cannatella then noted action that needed to occur on replacing a board member. Cannatella explained that Damian Glaser no longer planned to attend LSGRPB meetings, had reduced his involvement in the represented crops, and had missed numerous meetings. Cannatella asked Brown to read the statute for the governance of the board, RS 3:3552, stating “The board may disqualify any appointed member for cause, including excessive absences from board meetings.  If any board member is so disqualified, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment of the chairman from a list of two names submitted by the nominating authority for the remainder of the term.”


In accordance with RS 3:3552, the board considered Glaser’s position on the board. Cannatella shared that he and Brown had worked with Glaser’s nominating organization to surface two names, Kody Beavers and Ben Gutherie, to replace Glaser. Cannatella recommended to the board his selection of Beavers as Glaser’s replacement.

ACTION NO. 2
Boudreaux motioned, seconded by Miller and carried to remove Glaser from the LSGRPB due to lack of attendance
ACTION NO. 3
Lee motioned, seconded by Pierce and carried and to support Cannatella’s selection of Beavers to fulfil the remainder of Glaser’s term. 
Andy Brown then presented the various financial reports to the Board.  The state financial audit for 2022 was reviewed and Brown gave an overview of the auditor selection process as mandated by state law.  The FY22 Collections Report, the LDAF year to date September 2022 collections report, the current cash position of the Board and the preliminary assessment income projections for the 2022 crop were each presented and discussed (attached).  Brown also updated the board on meetings with LDAF regarding the timeliness of financial reporting from LDAF and other measures of the USB compliance audit performed in FY2022. Brown reviewed the USB audit results with the board and asked LDAF Dep. Commissioner Dr. Bobby Fletcher to share what discussions have occurred at LDAF.
Dr. Fletcher introduced himself and addressed the board’s concerns about financial reporting. Dr. Fletcher and Brown reviewed new policies and procedures with both financial department and first purchaser audit personnel. Fletcher told the board these policies and an annual first purchase audit report would be available to the board for their January meeting. Cannatella extended the invitation for LDAF to present those to the board at the Jan. meeting.

ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Wiggers seconded by Marsh and carried, to receive and file the audit and financial reports.  
Cannatella then addressed changes that have occurred with AMCOE (NCGA). He explained changes to AMCOE bylaws now allotted LSGRPB two seats on the steering committee. He asked members to consider serving in this capacity and that he would call for nominations at the Jan. meeting. Cannatella then asked the board to go ahead and consider the AMCOE funding for 2023 so AMCOE could make funding decisions.


ACTION NO. 5
A motion was made by Boudreaux, seconded by Wiggers and carried to continue funding AMCOE at $50,000 for 2023.

Organizational memberships were discussed, and Brown explained he was still waiting on a few funding requests for 2023 from organizations historically supported by LSRGRPB.


ACTION NO. 6
Boudreauc moved, seconded by Marsh and carried to fund Clean Fuels Alliance for 2023 at $10,000 membership dues.
Bobby Skeen gave and update on sister organizations and meetings he attended for ASA and NCGA. He discussed promotional work and policy priorities of those organizations.
Brown then notified the Board that Joey Boudreaux had been selected for Louisiana’s USB seat to be sworn in December 2022. Brown noted the board would continue diverse recruitment efforts for both USB and LSGRPB nominations coming in future years. He encouraged members to surface candidates in their parishes for future opportunities.
Chairman Cannatella then discussed dates and location for the January meeting. Discussion ensued resulting in the decision to hold the meeting near Dean Lee research station on January 13, 2023.
The ethics training and disclosure report requirements were then reviewed.  The ethics training for each year can be done at any time during the year online, but must be completed by December 31, 2022.  Board members were encouraged to save a hard copy or an electronic copy of the training certificate, or email to Andy Brown to be filed with LSGRPB documents. Brown also distributed certificates of completion for the Sexual Harassment Training and asked members who had completed the training and read the liability documents to sign the certificate. Brown reminded members via email prior to the meeting about both trainings.

Chairman Cannatella called for any other business and public comment. There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 
_________________________________

Charles Cannatella,   Chairman

